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cannot claim him as an Etonian, but it was an Eton
boy who when asked to give an illustration of our
Lord's attitude towards women replied " He com-
mended the action of the mother who threw her two
small children into the Treasury/'

While on the subject of such verbal misunder-
standings, I cannot refrain from recording that a
brother-in-law of mine when he attended church as
a boy and heard Banns of Marriage read was much
perplexed as to the elusive identity of George
Augustus Pediment, who seemed to be in such
general demand.

There is a general agreement among theorists that
the age normally selected for Confirmation for boys
of the public school type is the worst conceivable:
some hold that the ceremony should take place at the
preparatory school, when the boy is prepared to
accept without question what he is told: others that
we should wait for the period when his mental
faculties are more fully developed and he will be
able fully to comprehend the answers. As so often
happens, the theorists have an unanswerable case, but
I am not myself satisfied that the normal practice is
not the wisest.

Of course many boys are confirmed without real
thought on their part, but no age will guarantee
intelligent attention: of course many are confirmed